
Agenda

No Local Connection Review 
Group

Date: Tuesday 21 August 2018

Time: 5.00 pm

Place: The Old Library - Oxford Town Hall

For any further information please contact: 
Stefan Robinson
Telephone: 01865 252191
Email: srobinson@oxford.gov.uk

As a matter of courtesy, if you intend to record the meeting please let the 
Contact Officer know how you wish to do this before the start of the meeting.



HOW TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THE AGENDA

In order to reduce the use of resources, our carbon footprint and our costs we will no longer produce 
paper copies of agenda over and above our minimum requirements. Paper copies may be looked at 
the Town Hall Reception and at Customer Services, St Aldate’s and at the Westgate Library

A copy of the agenda may be:-
- Viewed on our website – mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk
- Downloaded from our website
- Subscribed to electronically by registering online at mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk

No Local Connection Review Group
Membership

Chair: Councillor Nadine Bely-Summers
Councillor Shaista Aziz Councillor Paul Harris
Councillor Richard Howlett Councillor Tom Landell Mills
Councillor Craig Simmons



AGENDA

Pages

1  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Welcome from the Chair and brief round table introductions. 

2  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive any apologies for absence. 

3  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To consider any declarations of interest. 

4  EXTERNAL CONTRIBUTIONS 7 - 18
As background information, the meeting has also been provided with a 
research report from the Scrutiny Officer which summarises how various local 
authorities apply local connection criteria to their homelessness support 
services. Only members of the Review Group will have access to appendix 1, 
as this contains information that is exempt from publication under paragraphs 2 
and 3 of Part 1, Section 12A, of the Local Government Act 1972. 

Guests will be invited to make any opening statements if they wish. The 
meeting will then move to questions from the Review Group and open 
discussion. As of 9 August, confirmed guests include:

 Matthew Downie - Crisis National Director of Policy and External Affairs
 Kate Cocker - Crisis Oxford Skylight Director
 David Portway - ACT! Managing Director
 Rob Rogers - ACT! Outreach Team Leader
 Dr James Porter, GP - Luther Street Medical Centre

Key questions and themes may include:

Local connection 
a) What are Luther St, Crisis and ACTs services’ relationships to the local 

connection rules? Is any support limited to those with a local connection?
b) What proportion of the people you support do not have a local connection?
c) What would be the impact of opening larger parts of the pathway/creating 

new accommodation provision for those without local connection? Are there 
opportunities to save money whilst expanding services?

d) What are the best and worst examples from elsewhere of service provision 
for those without a local connection?

e) What are the barriers to reconnecting people with an area where they have 
a local connection? 

f) The Council currently makes exemptions to the local connection policy for: 
care leavers, those at risk of violence, those protected under a military 
covenant, those with no connection to any other area, and those with a clear 
connection to the County. Are there any other groups that you think should 
be added to the exemptions list?

g) A recent Crisis report recommended scrapping or abolishing local 



connection criteria (see How to end homelessness in Great Britain (Crisis) 
report p.194 and p.389). The European Observatory on Homelessness has 
made a similar suggestion. How would an alternative policy look in practice, 
taking account of the local government finance envelope?

Health
h) What is the role of local GP surgeries in supporting rough sleepers?
i) How would you characterise the level of vulnerability and health risks 

experienced among rough sleepers?
j) What more could the Council do to support local health providers in helping 

rough sleepers?

Other
k) How effective and accurate do you think central government guidance is on 

counting and collecting data on rough sleepers?
l) The ‘small’ ways the current system could adapt to make things better. 
m)What is the ACT Housing model, and Oxford Winter Shelter housing model?
n) Examples where rough sleepers have been let down by the system.
o) Would you be able to help connect us with people who have experience of 

rough sleeping, for the benefit of our research?

5  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 19 - 24
To note the minutes of the previous meeting held on 19 July 2018.

6  DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
To note the Review Group’s next meeting dates, commencing at 5pm:

 4 September 2018 (external guests)
 2 October 2018 (forming draft conclusions and recommendations)

7  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
To consider any other business.

8  REPORTS CONTAINING CONFIDENTIAL OR EXEMPT 
INFORMATION

25 - 30

Please note that Appendix 1 of item 4 is exempt from publication under 
paragraphs 2 and 3 of Part 1, Section 12A, of the Local Government Act 
1972. If the Review Group wishes to exclude the press and the public from 
the meeting during consideration of this item, it will be necessary to pass a 
resolution to that effect.

https://www.crisis.org.uk/media/238959/everybody_in_how_to_end_homelessness_in_great_britain_2018.pdf


DECLARING INTERESTS

General duty

You must declare any disclosable pecuniary interests when the meeting reaches the item on the 
agenda headed “Declarations of Interest” or as soon as it becomes apparent to you.

What is a disclosable pecuniary interest?

Disclosable pecuniary interests relate to your* employment; sponsorship (ie payment for expenses 
incurred by you in carrying out your duties as a councillor or towards your election expenses); 
contracts; land in the Council’s area; licenses for land in the Council’s area; corporate tenancies; 
and securities.  These declarations must be recorded in each councillor’s Register of Interests which 
is publicly available on the Council’s website.

Declaring an interest

Where any matter disclosed in your Register of Interests is being considered at a meeting, you must 
declare that you have an interest.  You should also disclose the nature as well as the existence of 
the interest.

If you have a disclosable pecuniary interest, after having declared it at the meeting you must not 
participate in discussion or voting on the item and must withdraw from the meeting whilst the matter 
is discussed.

Members’ Code of Conduct and public perception

Even if you do not have a disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter, the Members’ Code of Conduct 
says that a member “must serve only the public interest and must never improperly confer an 
advantage or disadvantage on any person including yourself” and that “you must not place yourself 
in situations where your honesty and integrity may be questioned”.  What this means is that the 
matter of interests must be viewed within the context of the Code as a whole and regard should 
continue to be paid to the perception of the public.

*Disclosable pecuniary interests that must be declared are not only those of the member her or himself but 
also those member’s spouse, civil partner or person they are living with as husband or wife or as if they were 
civil partners.


